
Congregation Shaarey
Tefiloh is very pleased

to announce the
implementation of plans for
the future of its cemeteries.
Ownership of the

congregation’s three cemeteries has been
transferred to Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery
Association (a new nonprofit corporation), and
we will work with this organization to achieve
our mutual goals — maintaining and
preserving our cemeteries forever.  

As we have reported in many previous
issues of this newsletter, we have learned — by
attending national conferences of Jewish
cemetery owners and managers — that it is
very common for cemeteries to struggle when
their founding communities relocate and leave
the cemeteries behind. In many parts of our
country, cemetery owners similarly have
formed new entities and/or new alliances to
prepare their cemeteries for a better and
stronger future. Congregation Shaarey
Tefiloh’s transfer of cemetery ownership to
Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery Association is part of
a long-range plan that will protect and
preserve our cemeteries in the tradition
intended by our cemeteries’ founders.

A substantial portion of funds transferred
to Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery Association will
be protected in an account that can be used
only for maintenance and preservation of
these cemeteries, following New Jersey
Cemetery Law. Although religious cemeteries
are not required to follow the New Jersey
Cemetery Laws that apply to all other
cemeteries in New Jersey, Shaarey Tefiloh
Cemetery Association has applied for and has
received a Certificate of Authority from the
New Jersey Cemetery Board, which will
provide an added layer of regulation and
oversight of our cemeteries long after we are
gone. We will continue to raise funds for these
cemeteries to ensure that funds will be
sufficient because — as we have learned from
cemetery leaders at national Jewish cemetery
conferences —- future needs and expenses
are likely to exceed current expectations. We
have already learned this and have described
in previous issues of our newsletter — both
verbally and photographically — unexpected

damage from trees, vandalism, weather, and
other surprises. So, we hope we can count on
your continued support for our cemeteries, as
we work together with the new Cemetery
Association. Your contributions to Friends for
Preservation of Middlesex County Jewish
Cemeteries, Inc. have been and will continue
to be greatly appreciated.

Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery Association
will be responsible for all landscaping
maintenance, funerals, and plot sales at the
cemeteries previously owned by
Congregation Shaarey Tefiloh and will honor
all perpetual care agreements of
Congregation Shaarey Tefiloh. Plot owners
who have previously paid for perpetual care
will not be charged for maintenance of
existing plantings or to plant or maintain new
grass. They will be charged for new plantings
other than grass (if they choose to plant
something). For any such new grave
plantings, they will have three options for
future maintenance: perpetual care, annual
care, or self-care. For more information about
new plantings and their maintenance, please
call the Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery Association
office at 908-245-7100.

Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery Association
provides the following services: plot sales;
funerals; constructing, re-erecting,
straightening, repairing, and acid-washing of
monuments; and constructing, recapping,
and repairing foundations. For questions or
more information about any of these, please
call the office at 908-245-7100. 

The Trustees of Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery
Association are Bennett and Ira Epstein, whose
family has been managing, maintaining, and
preserving cemeteries for 4 generations and
more than 100 years. Their father (Sanford
Epstein) and grandfather (Benjamin Epstein)
devoted their lives to caring for NJ Jewish
cemeteries and were well-known to and
respected by the Jewish community. Bennett
and Ira have continued the family tradition.

We look forward to working with this
organization in the future, and we plan to
provide our newsletter readers with more
details about plans and progress in future
newsletters.

— Mona Shangold
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Cemetery Tours
Let us know if you can join us for one

of our tours! All tours begin at noon
at the Hebrew Fraternity Cemetery on
New Brunswick Ave. in Hopelawn,
followed by visits to the Shaarey Tefiloh
and Beth Mordecai Cemeteries on
Florida Grove Rd. 

Although all tours are free, advance
registration is recommended so that
we can notify you of any changes.

Please contact us for more
information through our Web site at
www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org,
by phone at 856-222-1418, or by e-mail
to FPMCJC@gmail.com. Check our
Web site for more  information about the
tours, including any schedule changes.

President’s Message

Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery
Association Contact

Information
Office: 908-245-7100

The Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery
Association office will provide
information and answer
questions about the following
services at Shaarey Tefiloh
Cemetery Association
cemeteries:
• Purchasing cemetery plots
• Planting grave covers
• Arranging for perpetual or

annual care of plantings
• Arranging funerals
• Constructing or repairing

cemetery monuments and/or
foundations

• Cleaning (acid-washing)
discolored cemetery
monuments

2019 Cemetery Tours
have been scheduled on 
the following Sundays:

•  May 12 (Mother’s Day)
•  June 16 (Father’s Day)
•  October 6 (between Rosh

Hashanah & Yom Kippur)
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Perth Amboy’s Jewish 
Community History, 
Memories, Tribute

Perth Amboy’s Jewish Community: History,
Memories, Tribute

has been available for
sale since December
2012. The book is an
elegant 9x12 coffee-
table book that
presents the
complete and
accurate history of
the Perth Amboy
Jewish Community
— with many
photos, stories,
tributes, and
memories. According to the book’s authors, it
was written “to honor our ancestors and to
provide a lasting record for our descendants.”
Many recent book orders have been from
people who initially purchased books for
themselves and now want books for their
children and grandchildren so they can
understand and appreciate their Perth Amboy
legacy. To purchase the book — while supplies
last — send your request for an order form to
FPMCJC@gmail.com or call 856-222-1418.

Shirley Jacobson Laiks

2018 ANNUAL HONOR ROLL 
We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the following donors, each of whom contributed 

at least $1,000.00 to our organization during calendar year 2018:

$1000+

B. Harrison and Phyllis Frankel

Dorothy Lemelson

Norma Jacobson Messing

Mona Shangold

Blanche and Neil Sosland

The Sosland Foundation

Jack Singer
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Anonymous – in memory of Larry
Friedman

Anonymous
Art Aneckstein – in memory of Raymond

Aneckstein
Janet Batlan
Larry and Lois Benjamin – in memory of Al

and Rose Benjamin, Max and Mary
Benjamin, and Henry and Hilda Falk

Lynn Bergner – in memory of Jeannette
and William Bergner

Susan Gelber Blecker – in memory of the
Alpert, Brody, and Gelber Families

Esther Parnes Boaro – in memory of Anna
and Jacob Parnes, Molly Parnes
Pecarsky, Frances Parnes Diener, and
David Parnes

Judy Margaretten Bronston – in memory
of Pauline and Morris Margaretten

Judy Meistrich Buchband – in memory of
the Meistrich Family

Harriet Robinson Bussel
Rita Ruderman Chazin – in memory of

Lionel Abraham Chazin, Eta and Tevel
Ruderman, Lillian Ruderman Deitel,
Norman Ruderman, Ellen Deitel, and
Francine Deitel

Betty Margaretten Cohen – in memory of
Morris and Pauline Margaretten and
Lena Avchen

Cathy and Ira Cohen – in memory of
Matilda, Benjamin, and Milton Moslovitz

Howard Cohen – in memory of Henry and
Ida Cohen

Mark Cohen
Sandra and Arthur Cohen – in memory of

Alexander and Ann Cohen and Sidney
and Beatrice Fox

David Drachman – in memory of Israel and
Shirley Silver, Rhonda Silver, and Renee
Silver Drachman

Drucker, Math and Whitman
Lee Eichhorn – in memory of Clare and

Lester Shulman
Carl Fields
Zalma and Bernard Gelber – in memory

of the Alpert, Gelber, and Brody
Families

Ada Kless Gilbert – in memory of Dr.
Eugene Galen

Judy Klein Gilbert
Charlotte Wirth Gold
William Goldberger – in memory of the

Goldberger Family
Barry Goldman
Brian and Maxine Goldsmith
Sheldon Golub
Susan Bronston Griffis

Annellen and Murray Guth – in memory of
Blanche Rosen Jacobson

Charney Herst – in memory of Joan
Kossowsky

Barbara and Gordon Hodas
Lois Hollander
Robert and Pearl Fuchs Horn
Howard Kaufman
Bertha Faffer James – in memory of Rhoda

and Samuel Faffer
Steven and Rhena Chazin Kelsen
Barry Klegman – in memory of Eileen and

Joe Klegman and Susan Klegman
Horowitz

Richard Kluft – in memory of Bardin Levavy
Helene Korb Kogos and Ronald R. Kogos –

in memory of Cora and Abe Korb and
Emily Korb

Anita Koplowitz – in memory of Edward
Koplowitz

Anita Belafsky Krentar – in memory of
Zelda Belafsky

Howard Kroop
Dorothy Lemelson
Nancy and Bill Levine – in memory of Henry

and Ida Cohen
James and Merle Kaplowitz LoNano – in

memory of Betty, Leo, and Barry
Kaplowitz

Allan Lubin – in memory of Bertha, Morris,
and Sam Lubin

Jill Weitzen MacDonald – in memory of
Clifford Weitzen

Evelyn and Jacki Marshak – in memory of
Jacob, Julius, and Eva Gaier

Norma Jacobson Messing
Arlene Wedeen Miller – in memory of

Seymour Miller and the Wedeen Family
Rose Fuchs Miller
John Mink
Suzy Goldman Muller
Nancy Doctofsky Okun – in memory of Roy

Doctofsky, Daniel Doctofsky, and Diane
Doctofsky Greenspan

Sherry Oliet – in memory of Seymour Oliet
and Pearl Roseff Glass

Janet and David Parnes
Ann Lonky Preminger – in memory of her

loved ones
Janet Bernstein Rabinowitch – in memory

of Alice and Jack Bernstein
Carol Roberts – in memory of and in honor

of the descendants of the Ziegelnitsky,
Isenberg, Levine, and Barowski Families

Marilyn Rosenberg Roth – in memory of
Bertha and Joseph Rosenberg and
Bernard Ross

Alan and Gail Ruderman

Sandra Ruthberg – in memory of Fay and
Nat Belafsky

Leo Sacarny
Edward Saiff
Hannah Miller Sarnoff – in memory of the

Miller and Levinson Families
Sheila Stess Schechtman, Diane Stess-
Kirschner, and Families – in memory of
Dr. Leo and Jeanette Stess and Alta
Davidson

Donna Cohen Scher – in memory of
Miriam and Albert Cohen

Eva Schlachter
Elaine Toborowsky Schneiderman – in

memory of Carl and Elizabeth
Toborowsky

Louis and Carolyn Schwartz
Nona and Gary Schwartz
Scott and Nancy Sewitch – in memory of

Donna Sewitch
Mona Shangold – in memory of Harriet

and Jack Shangold, Gussie and Morris
Ginzberg, Meyer Ginzberg, and Ida and
Israel Shangold; in memory of Larry
Friedman

Burton Sher – in memory of Beverly Sher
Skip Shihar
Edna Kesselhaut Siegel – in memory of

grandparents Sarah and Max Sacarny
and cousin Sarah Sacarny

Neal and Lana Silberberg – in memory of
Gertrude Silberberg Schwartz and Max
and Rose Harrison

Sheryl Silverman – in memory of Max and
Julia Silverman

Rebecca Parnes Singer and Milan
Zahorcak – in memory of the Parnes
Family

Debbi Sokolow – in memory of Albert and
Tina Sussman

Alex Stern
Richard and Marcia Weinstein Stern – in

memory of World War I Private
Benjamin M. Weinstein

Murray Toborowsky – in memory of the
Toborowsky and Sher Families

Avi Treistman – in memory of Sylvia
Packer

Jane Perlin Weinstein – in memory of
Stewart Weinstein and Frances and
Matthew Perlin

Arnold Weiss
Jeff Weitzen
Sidney and Maryann Whitman – in

memory of the Berman Family
Beryl Toborowsky Wild – in memory of

the Toborowsky and Sher Families
Constance Williams

The following list includes all donations received and processed between October 16, 2018 and April 11,
2019.  All donations received prior to October 16, 2018 were listed in previous issues of The Eternal Vine.
All donations received after April 11, 2019 will be listed in the next issue of The Eternal Vine. We gratefully
acknowledge generous donations from the following individuals:

Thanking our Donors



Friends for Preservation of Middlesex
County Jewish Cemeteries, Inc.

P.O. Box 306 • Moorestown, NJ 08057

856-222-1418
www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org

Board of Directors:
Mona Shangold, M.D. – President

Norma Jacobson Messing – Vice President
Daniel D. Chazin, Esq. – Treasurer

Barry Rosengarten
Shep Sewitch

Gary Shangold, M.D.
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Daniel Chazin, David Greenhouse, Jeannie Pavlovsky Castells,
Sheldon Cheuse, Sara Greenhouse David Greenhouse, Sara Greenhouse

Abe Greenhouse, Barbara Spector Eisner, Shep Sewitch, Mona
Shangold, Vevy Sewitch 

Norma Jacobson Messing, Richard Stern, Marcia Weinstein
Stern, Daniel Chazin, Carol Roberts


