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As most of you know, our organization was formed in
2005 by a group of concerned individuals who recognized
that the cost of maintaining these cemeteries forever will
exceed the initial expectations of their owners and will
become impossible to meet without significant additional

support.  The founders of our organization --- nearly all of whom are still
on our Board --- also realized that the Jewish Community has left Perth
Amboy and the descendants of those interred at these cemeteries are
now scattered all over the world.  Although many former Perth Amboy
residents have contacted us and are eager to help, we have been unable
to locate many others --- some of whom may believe there is still a
Jewish Community in Perth Amboy that will care for these cemeteries.

Our original mission has not changed:  raising funds for the cemeteries
owned by Congregation Shaarey Tefiloh.  Since inception, we have spent
$127,615 on cemetery landscaping maintenance and repairs --- all raised
from your support --- and we have also paid for the necessary costs of
doing business (printing and mailing this newsletter, accepting credit
card payments, accounting and administrative fees, etc.).  Our Board
members are all unpaid volunteers who receive no financial compen-
sation for their efforts.

While our mission has not changed, we have also been happy to offer
many other services --- helping people locate the graves of their loved
ones, assisting people with genealogical research, visiting graves with
and without family members, helping people locate their living relatives,
translating Hebrew monuments, etc.  Many 
people have sent donations in appreciation for
these services, and we are very grateful for all
such support.  We will continue to offer these
services, of course, because we think it is 
important to do so, even though we are 
uncompensated volunteers and these services
are beyond our basic mission.

Our task remains daunting and becomes even
more challenging as time passes, since fewer
members of the former Perth Amboy Jewish
Community remain to raise the funds needed to
provide cemetery care in perpetuity.  We hope all
of you --- and your children and grandchildren ---
will rise to the challenge.  As always, we are very
grateful for your support.

Mona Shangold

CEMETERY TOURS
Our Cemetery Tours remain popular and
provide a special opportunity for us to
honor and remember our loved ones
together, and we hope you will be able to
join us for one or more of these --- possi-
bly arranging for a family reunion there.
We have scheduled Cemetery Tours on the
following Sundays during 2012:

• May 13 (Mother’s Day)
• June 17 (Father’s Day)
• September 9 

(before the high holidays)
All tours will begin at noon at the Hebrew 
Fraternity Cemetery entry gate on New

Brunswick Avenue in
Hopelawn.  After vis-
iting the Hebrew
Fraternity Cemetery,
we will drive to the
Congregation
Shaarey Tefiloh
Cemetery and the
Congregation Beth
Mordecai Cemetery
on Florida Grove

Road.  We will follow this Cemetery Tour
with an optional visit to a local restaurant.
Please let us know in advance, if possible,
if you plan to attend, especially if you want
us to help you locate any specific graves.
If you can’t visit in person, we will be glad
to visit for you and will place stones on the
graves for you too.  Please contact us for
more information through our Web site at
www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org, by
phone at 856-222-1418, or by e-mail to
friends@friendsofjewishcemeteries.org. 

Top - Hebrew Fraternity
Cemetery in Hopelawn, NJ
Bottom - Congregation
Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery in
Perth Amboy, NJ

Joan Sher Meister

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MONUMENT PHOTOS AND TRANSLATIONS 
Please contact us if you would like
our help in translating any Hebrew
monuments – at our cemeteries or
elsewhere – or if you would like a
photo of any monument at any of our
cemeteries.  We are happy to offer
these services – and we will certainly
welcome any contributions you
would like to send us in appreciation.

 



SEARCHING FOR FAMILIES
Many of you contacted us in response to the list we 
published in our Fall 2011 newsletter, asking for your
help in finding the families of individuals whose 
cemetery monuments had fallen, and many of these
monuments have been repaired or will be repaired as
soon as conditions permit.

In addition to those whose families we sought because 
of fallen monuments, we are seeking the families of a
few individuals whose monuments and old records have
left their identities uncertain because family names are
lacking.  We have already identified a few such individu-
als --- including some who were important members of
the Perth Amboy Jewish Community ---- and we are ask-
ing for your help in identifying a few more.  If you --- or
anyone you know --- had a relative named Shayna Libbe
who died in October 1918, please contact us.  A photo
of her cemetery monument is shown here, to the right.
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HISTORY BOOK
UPDATE

The large quantity of material received by the
book organizers in response to their requests
required additional time to process, organize, 
and insert into the book --- leading to a revised
publication schedule.  They now expect the book
to be published and ready for distribution by Rosh
Hashanah, following advance sales in June.  
All those receiving this newsletter will receive a
letter and order form in May, describing the book,
the pricing structure, and special discount 
opportunities.  If you know any individuals 
interested in purchasing this book who are not 
on our mailing list, please send their names and 
contact information to Marilyn Millet Goldberg at
jaymarilyn@aol.com or 609-655-2351.

Many of the photos they received were copied
from originals, and some of these reproductions
are not of book-quality because they were
scanned at low resolution.  Marilyn has contacted
many people who submitted old photos that were
not originals, in order to obtain better photos for
reproduction in the book.  All originals will be
returned to their owners as soon as possible.
Updated information about the book will be sent
by e-mail to all those on our e-mailing list.

2011
ANNUAL HONOR ROLL

We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the 
following donors, each of whom contributed at least 

$1,000.00 to our organization during calendar year 2011:

$1,000+
Norma Jacobson Messing

Gary Shangold
Mona Shangold
Myron P. Shevell

Neil and Blanche Eisemann Sosland

Board members (front row L-R): Mona Shangold, Daniel Chazin, Norma Jacobson
Messing; (back row L-R): Gary Shangold, Barry Rosengarten, Shep Sewitch, Bardin
Levavy



THANKING OUR DONORS
The following list includes all donations received and processed between September 15, 2011 and February 22, 2012.  All dona-
tions received prior to September 15, 2011 were listed in previous issues of THE ETERNAL VINE.  All donations received after
February 22, 2012 will be listed in the next issue of THE ETERNAL VINE.  We gratefully acknowledge generous donations from
the following individuals:

Alvin Alster
Anonymous - 5
Carol and Babe Asman – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Sandy and Lynn Bergner
Ron and Roni Berkowitz
Davia Berlfein
Esther Parnes Boaro – in memory of the Parnes and Fuchs Families
Judy Margaretten Bronston – in memory of Pauline and Morris 

Margaretten, Lena Avchen, Bessie Avchen, and all of the 
Margarettens

Ruth Bronston
Seymour (Simon) Buchsbaum – in memory of Dorothy Schenkman 

Buchsbaum and with pride in sons Robert and Jeffrey
Cassie Buerki – in appreciation for assistance from Mona Shangold
Sandra and Joe Capolupo – in memory of the Sher and 

Toborowsky Families
Jeannie Pavlovsky Castells – in honor and memory of the Siegel 

and Pavlovsky Family
Mark Chazin – in memory of Sol James
Rita Ruderman Chazin – in memory of Eta and Tevel Ruderman 

and Muriel Greenhouse
Rabbi Michael Cohen and Alison Hill
Sandra and Arthur Cohen – in memory of their parents and 

grandparents
Betty Copeland and Paul Copeland – in memory of Nathan, 

Minnie, and Evelyn Morrison
Thomas and Aliene Desmond – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Drucker, Math & Whitman
Carl Fields – in memory of Nathan and Anna Golosoff
Anita Alper Fricklas – in memory of William and Dotty Alper
Charlotte Wirth Gold
Robert and Betty Goldfarb – in memory of the Goldfarb Family
Barry and Suzy Goldman
Brian and Maxine Goldsmith
Hillary Gelber Goldstein – in memory of Tillie and Morris Gelber
Neal Golub
Ronnie and Gerry Gort – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Barbara Greenspan
Murray and Annellen Fine Guth – in memory of Fred Klein; 

in memory of Joan Sewitch
Anita and Frank Hannoch – in memory of all dear departed
Reuven and Ariela Herman
Lynn Goldstein Josell – in memory of her parents
Mark Kaplowitz – in memory of Benjamin Koplowitz
Roz Schwartz Kaufman
Ronald and Helene Korb Kogos – in memory of Cora and 

Abe Korb
Anita Belafsky Krentar and Martin Belafsky – in memory of 

mother Zelda Belafsky
Mervin and Gail Kroop
Lee Lensky – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Nancy and Billy Levine – in memory of Dosse and Irving Levine
Rosalind Levine – in memory of Samuel and Goldie Gelfand, 

Abraham and Dorothy Levine, and Jules Levine
Jill Weitzen MacDonald – in memory of Clifford Weitzen
Bonnie Messing, Robin Messing, and Susan Messing on behalf 

of The Morris and Helen Messing Foundation
Norma Jacobson Messing – in memory of Joan Sewitch

Lee Metzendorf – in memory of Rosella and Samuel Metzendorf
Susan Cohen Meyer – in memory of Alexander Cohen, Ann Cohen, 

Rose Cohen Zains, and Eleanor Podell
Jennie Parnes Miller – in memory of Alex Miller and Abe and 

Frieda Parnes
Rose Fuchs Miller – in memory of the Fuchs and Parnes Families
Kenneth Mirkin – in honor of grandmother Vera Mirkin’s 106th 

birthday and in memory of grandparents Harriet and Jack 
Shangold and Mitchel Mirkin

Eileen Dessel Newmier – in memory of Jennie Turshen and Family
Beverly and Harry Pomeranz – in memory of David Berlfein, 

Leopold Lefkowitz, and Ana Lefkowitz
Gilda and Abe Resnick
Fredda Goldstein Robinson
Arthur and Carol Roth – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Marilyn Rosenberg Roth – in memory of Bertha and Joseph 

Rosenberg and Bernie Ross
Leo Sacarny
Sandra Safran – in memory of the Safran Family
Donna Cohen Scher – in memory of Albert Cohen
Gary and Nona Schwartz
Iris Davidson Schwartz – in memory of Hyman and Betty Davidson
Rosann Sewitch – in memory of beloved mother Joan Sewitch
Shep Sewitch – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Gary Shangold – in memory of Harriet and Jack Shangold; in 

memory of Joan Sewitch
Mona Shangold – in memory of Harriet and Jack Shangold; 

in honor of Aunt Lydia Singer’s birthday; in memory of Eileen 
Klegman; in memory of Bruce Singer; in memory of Joan Sewitch

Burton Sher – in memory of Beverly Sher
Edna Kesselhaut Siegel – in memory of grandparents Sarah and 

Max Sacarny
Melvin Silverman
Samuel Silverman – in memory of his siblings and parents
Rebecca Parnes Singer
Zelda Deutsch Snyder – in memory of Sophie and Al Deutsch
Neil and Blanche Eisemann Sosland
Harriet Spevack – in honor of Judy Isenberg Greenfader’s birthday
Gloria Spira
Marian Z. & Robert Stern Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish 

Community Foundation of MetroWest at the recommendation 
of Marian and Robert Stern

Richard and Marcia Weinstein Stern – in memory of Eileen 
Klegman

Richard and Judi Stess – in memory of Robert and Eleanor Stess
Murray Toborowsky – in memory of the Toborowsky and 

Sher Families
Robert Toborowsky – in memory of Carl and Betty Toborowsky
Arlene Kroop Volkin and Mindy Kroop Palwick – in memory of 

P.D. and Jennie Segal and Frank and Minnie Kroop
Stew and Jane Perlin Weinstein – in memory of Matthew Perlin
Arnold Weiss
The Robert and Susan Weiss Family Foundation
Beryl Toborowsky Wild – in memory of Julie and Dave Toborowsky, 

Larry Toborowsky, and the Sher Family
Norma and Nate Witkin – in memory of Joan Sewitch
Les Wurtzel
Joanne and Stanley Zimmerman
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Friends for Preservation of 
Middlesex County Jewish Cemeteries, Inc.

Box 306, Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-222-1418

www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org
Board of Directors:

Mona Shangold, MD – President
Norma Jacobson Messing – Vice President

Daniel D. Chazin, Esq. – Treasurer
Bardin Levavy, Esq. – Secretary

Barry Rosengarten
Shep Sewitch

Gary A. Shangold, MD
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(Left) - Daniel Chazin

(Right) - Melva Eidelberg, 
Marilyn Millet Goldberg, 
Shep Sewitch, Roni Goss
Berkowitz, Nancy Doctofsky
Okun, Bardin Levavy, 
Ron Berkowitz, David Weiss 

(Left) - Ron Berkowitz

(Right) - Michael Ratner, 
Rissa Spivack Ratner, 
Bardin Levavy

(Left) - Barbara Kagan 
Littman

(Right) - Martin Clawans, 
Richard Stern, Marcia
Weinstein Stern, Shep
Sewitch, David Weiss D
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