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We are all overwhelmed by 
the Israeli war with Hamas 

— following the unprovoked attack 
by Hamas on Israel  — and this war 
remains our top concern as our 

newsletter is printed. We pray for the safety of all 
remaining hostages, for the souls of those whose lives 
have been lost, and for the comfort of their families 
and loved ones. However, we must also remain 
focused on our responsibility to our cemeteries, which 
are the final resting places for our ancestors and our 
Jewish communities.

We remain very grateful for your past and continued 
support, which has enabled us to undertake and 
complete many repairs at some of our partner 
cemeteries, photos of which have appeared in previous 
issues of this newsletter. Because we invite you to 
specify the cemeteries toward which you want us 
to direct your donations, we have received much 
more support for some of our cemeteries than for 
others. We are committed to continuing our efforts 
to restore and maintain all of our partner cemeteries. 
However, our ability to fund additional projects at 
individual cemeteries will depend on receiving enough 
support to do so. As soon as we receive sufficient 
funding from your donations, we plan to undertake 
additional projects at our cemeteries, including repair 
of walkways, fences, roadways, storm damage, and 
vandalism. While repairing damage to individual 
monuments is the responsibility of individual families 
(not the cemetery), our organization has also funded 
the repair of monuments of some deceased individuals 
who have no surviving family members or whose 
families are unknown, and we will continue to do so. 
We will provide updates on these projects on our 

website and in future newsletters. We 
hope we can count on your continued 
support now and in the future.

Our Cemetery Tours have 
continued to provide all of us with 
great opportunities to honor and remember our 
deceased relatives, friends, and community leaders 
— and also to learn about the histories of these 
cemeteries and the communities they represent. 
We have learned a lot from those of you who have 
attended these tours, some of whom are descendants 
of the community leaders who built these communities 
and their cemeteries. We are grateful to all of you who 
have attended these tours, and we hope many more 
of you will be able to join us at our Cemetery Tours 
in the future. We will announce the dates of our 2024 
Cemetery Tours on our website early in 2024, and the 
2024 Cemetery Tour schedule will appear in our Spring 
2024 newsletter.

As we all pray for Israel — both the country and its 
citizens — following the unconscionable, unprovoked 
attack by evil terrorists, we are reminded that the 
horrors that plagued our ancestors in the past have not 
ended. Although it is difficult to focus on anything but 
the tragic loss of innocent lives, we must remember 
that it is our responsibility to honor our ancestors, our 
communities, and those whose sacrifices enabled us to 
live the lives we have had. We encourage all of you to 
reach out to help Israel at this incredibly difficult time, 
and we hope we can also count on your continued 
support for our cemeteries, which are the final resting 
places for many of our ancestors and those who built 
the Jewish communities in which we grew up and lived.

                                                                                                            
       —Mona Shangold and Bennett Epstein

Our Message 
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Anonymous – 9
Evelyn Ash
Barbara Barrett
Sylvia Baruch
Susan Basow
Ellen and Howard Becker
Lois and Larry Benjamin – in memory of 

Rose and Al Benjamin, Mary and Max 
Benjamin, and Hilda and Henry Falk

Mark Berenfeld
Lynn Bergner – in memory of Sandy Bergner
Marilyn Silverman Berkowitz – in memory 

of Max, Julia, Arthur, Ida, David, and Sylvia 
Silverman

Davia Berlfein, Bernice Borak, and Charles 
Silverman – in memory of the Berlfein 
Family, the Shihar Family, Mary Borak, and 
Alice Rich

Maureen Schreiber Bernstein – in memory 
of George and Dora Platt and Harry and 
Mildred Schreiber

Aaron Boorstein – in memory of Dena and 
Harry Boorstein

Richard Burg – in memory of Sylvia and 
Mickey Burg

Harriet Bussel – in memory of Serena Mann, 
Ethel Berkowitz, Bessie Kelsey, Sol Kelsey, 
and Sam Kelsey

Jeannie Castells – in memory of Pavlovsky 
and Siegel loved ones

Linda Reiner Cohen – in memory of the 
Cohen, Reiner, and Kandl Families

Mark Cohen – in memory of George and 
Florence Cohen

Martha Copleman – in memory of Grace, 
Ben, and Ralph Copleman

Frank Donath
Lee and Bill Eichhorn – in memory of Clare 

and Lester Shulman
Melva Milstein Eidelberg – in memory of 

Lena and Samuel Podelefsky and Isadore 
Podelefsky

Barbara Eisner – in memory of Roman 
Okner

David Finn
Carlene Fleischman
Judith Forman – in memory of Abraham and 

Anna Orgel
Joel Fox – in memory of Rose Buch
Judith Frank – in memory of Pauline, Morris, 

and Max Frank
Edith Rosenblum Freeman – in memory of 

Frances and Isadore Rosenblum
Bonnie and Sheldon Freidenreich
Suzanne Galen – in memory of Dora and 

Samuel Galen
Steven Gerzoff – in memory of Abraham 

and Anna Gerzoff
Gina and Brian Gillet – in memory of Bertha, 

Pauline, and Rueben Smith and Sarah 
Bornheimer

William Goldberger Family
Jay and Louise Greenspan – in memory of 

their parents and grandparents
Judith Herr
Suzanne Hollander – in memory of Adolph 

and Celia Tunis
Pearl and Bob Horn – in memory of Minnie 

and Leon Fuchs
Ruth Horning
Sylvia Jacob
Jay Jacobson – in memory of Craig 

Jacobson
Rae Joselson – in memory of Emma, 

Howard, and Sara Ann Joselson
Mindy Kamara
Rosalind Kaplan-Blinder – in memory of 

Lillian and Jack Kaplan and Tillie and 
Joseph Tischler

Mark Kaplowitz – in memory of Benjamin 
Kaplowitz

Rhena and Steven Kelsen
Joel and Carol Klausner – in memory of the 

Klausner Family
Frances Kleinman Katz – in memory of Bella 

and Samuel Kleinman
Henry Kessler

Barry Klegman – in memory of Eileen and 
Joseph Klegman and Susan Klegman 
Horowitz

The Plainfield Kline Family
Jack Kohn – in memory of Paul A. Kohn, 

Ethel Roseff, Allen D. Kohn, and Bob 
Taber

Gary Kroop – in memory of Louis and Claire 
Kroop

Susan Shapiro Kurcbart – in memory of Max 
and Esther Shapiro

Jane Sanders Leal
Marty and Judy Lebson – in memory of 

Chaya and Lester Brower
Gary Lemer – in memory of Evelyn and Moe 

Lemer
Adele and Jeff Lepinsky – in memory of 

Dove and Morris Miller, Anna and Thomas 
Cheret, Rebecca and Meyer Miller, Eileen 
and Jerry Lepinsky, Fay and George 
Bortnicker, and Rose and Morris Lepinsky

Harris Levey – in memory of Arlene Tevelow 
Levey

Nancy and Bill Levine – in memory of Ida 
and Henry Cohen

Marty Lipman – in memory of Erwin Bloom
Gershon and Louise Locker – in memory of 

Joseph and Edith Locker
Merle Kaplowitz LoNano – in memory 

of Ida Koplowitz; Betty, Leo, and Barry 
Kaplowitz; and James LoNano

Grigoriy Mayevskiy
Lorraine McKeown
Jules Meisler – in memory of the Meisler 

and Gilbert Families
Jacob Mendelson
Norma Jacobson Messing-Rosenfeld – in 

memory of Jean and Murray Jacobson, 
Lloyd Rosenfeld, and Bonnie Messing-
Pavlakis

Arlene Wedeen Miller – in memory of 
Seymour Miller

Diane Miller – in memory of Lawrence Miller
Rose Miller – in memory of the Fuchs Family

Thanking our Donors
The following list includes all donations received and processed between March 23, 2023 and October 20, 
2023. All donations received prior to March 23, 2023 were listed in previous issues of The Eternal Vine. All 
donations received after October 20, 2023 will be listed in the next issue of The Eternal Vine. 
We gratefully acknowledge generous donations from the following individuals:
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Arthur Mindlin
Howard Mintz
Joan and Stuart Mitnick
Gerrie and Tom Panitch – in memory of all 

their loved ones
Carol Bergen Pantuck
Janet Parnes – in memory of Abraham 

Parnes and Alex Miller
Zhanna Pivnik
Helene Abraham Platt – in memory of 

George and Dora Platt and Harry and 
Mildred Schreiber

Anita and Herman Price – in memory of 
Minnie and Leon Fuchs

Rissa and Michael Ratner – in memory of 
Minerva Spivack

Mel and Sharon Rubin – in memory of the 
Rubin and Segal Families

Joel and Joan Sanders – in memory of the 
Sanders and Millet Families

Norman Schulaner
Loretta Schuman – in memory of Mildred 

and Robert Schuman
Helene and Bob Schwartz
Laura and Barry Shandler – in memory of 

the Duchnow Family
Mona Shangold and Kenneth Mirkin 

– in memory of Harriet and Jack 
Shangold, Vera and Mitchel Mirkin, 
Gussie and Morris Ginzberg, Ida and 
Israel Shangold, Arthur Aneckstein, and 
Martin Clawans

Lois Kunzman Shapiro – in memory of 
Maurice and Ruth Kunzman

Rozalyn Sherman
Skip Shihar – in memory of Morris Shihar
Alexsandr Shteynberg
Larry Shulman – in memory of Joseph and 

Ida Shulman
Robert Shwedel – in memory of Sarah 

Shwedel and Charles Lewis
Rebecca Parnes Singer and Milan 

Zahorcak
Vladimir Slobodkin
Steven Sloshberg – in memory of Sylvia 

and Murray Sloshberg
Jayme Sokolow – in memory of Albert 

and Tina Sussman
Norman Spatz
Harriet Spevack – in memory of Meyer 

Isenberg

Alan Spivack – in memory of Minerva 
Spivack

Alex and Sandi Stern
Jonathan Stern
Marvin Stockel
Ruth Strashun – in memory of Max and 

Fannie Strashun
Andrew Sverdlove
Warren Tamaroff – in memory of Ruth and 

Abraham Tamaroff
Elaine Teitcher – in memory of the 

Jacobson, Rothschild, and Silverman 
Families

Nina Veselovskaya – in memory of Vil 
Berenfeld

Lois Weinstein – in memory of Sidney 
Weinstein

Arnold Weiss
Saul Weissbard – in memory of his 

grandparents and others
Charlotte Wernick
Beryl Toborowsky Wild – in memory of 

the Toborowsky and Sher Families
Gail M. Wohl
Stuart Yourish – in memory of Yourish 

Family members in North Arlington
Stacy and Lawrence Zeller – in memory of 

Louis and Dora Zeller
Zuckerberg Descendant

Cemetery Tours
Our Cemetery Tours resumed in 

2022, after pausing during the 
pandemic, and they have continued 
to provide a unique opportunity for 
us to honor and remember our loved 
ones together. These tours have 
also provided many attendees with 
opportunities to meet friends and 
relatives, connect with their pasts, 
explore family genealogy, locate 
graves of special interest, understand 
cemetery art and traditions, and learn 
about the fascinating history of our 
communities. 

Our 2023 Cemetery Tours took 
place on the following Sundays at the 
locations indicated:
• �May 21 – Shaarey Tefiloh 

Cemeteries (in Perth Amboy and 
Woodbridge)

• �June 11 – McClellan Street section 
of Newark Jewish Cemeteries

• �June 25 – Beth David Memorial Park 
(in Kenilworth)-weather cancellation

• �July 23 – Samptown Jewish 
Cemeteries (in South Plainfield)

• �August 13 – North Arlington Jewish 
Cemeteries (in Kearny)

• �September 24 – Newark Jewish 
Cemeteries (joining the Community 
Relations Committee of Greater 
MetroWest NJ at its annual Newark 
Cemetery Visiting Day in Newark)

All tours (except Newark Jewish 
Cemeteries on Sept. 24) began at noon 
and lasted approximately 2 hours; 
our Newark Cemetery Tour was held 
9 am – 12 noon at the annual Newark 
Cemetery Visiting Day sponsored by 
the Community Relations Committee 
of Greater MetroWest NJ.  All were 
welcome to attend these free tours, at 
which we visited graves of interest to 
attendees, discussed the cemeteries’ 
histories and the communities’ histories, 
and honored and remembered those 
interred there.

We plan to continue our Cemetery 
Tours in 2024 and will provide the 
schedule and other information on 
our website and in our Spring 2024 
newsletter. 

Contact Information  
for all Cemeteries

Cemetery Office: 908-245-7100

The cemetery office (for all of our 
partner cemeteries) will provide 
information about these and other 
services at all of the cemeteries:
• Purchasing cemetery plots
• Planting grave covers
• �Arranging for perpetual or annual 

care of plantings
• �Constructing or repairing cemetery 

monuments and/or foundations
• �Cleaning (acid-washing) discolored 

cemetery monuments
• �Inquiring about individual cemetery 

plots
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Board of Directors:
Mona Shangold, M.D. – President

Norma Jacobson Messing – Vice President
Daniel D. Chazin, Esq. – Treasurer

Barry Rosengarten
Gary Shangold, M.D.

Brian & Gina Gillet Fran Katz Gershon Locker    Maxine & Brian Goldsmith

Joan Cowlan (top),             Ira Jaskoll, Carol Pantuck, Steve Warner, Marcia & Robert Atlas,          Phyllis Feinblum
Lynn Vitale (bottom)         Susan Basow, Penny Budow


