
As  our organization’s secretary and
one of its founders, Bardin Levavy

(known as “Bardy” to his many friends)
played a major role in our organization
from our inception in 2005 until his
death this year. His wisdom and legal
knowledge guided us, and his witty
humor entertained us — regularly and
consistently. 
He had many close friends —

collected from every stage of his life —
including his childhood in Perth Amboy

and his alma maters Rutgers Preparatory School, Johns Hopkins
University, and Harvard Law School. Those who knew him well
considered him an aficionado of music, literature, and baseball, as
well as a gifted wordsmith and a keen student of history. 

Somewhat less well known was the fact that he was a direct
descendant of the Vilna Gaon (the great genius of Vilnius) – through
his maternal grandfather, Charles Bardin — and was a distant
relative of many who are interred in our cemeteries. Bardy’s great-
grandfather, Kalman Bardin, was one of the founders of the first
Orthodox congregation in Rochester, NY (Beth Israel
Congregation), where he served as cantor and shochet. Bardy’s
family was an integral part of the Perth Amboy Jewish Community
for many years. Those who grew up in Perth Amboy remember
shopping for many gifts in Sarah Bardin’s Gift Shop, and many of us
had Bardy’s aunt, Gladys Bardin, as a 6th grade teacher in the Perth
Amboy Grammar School. Members of Congregation Shaarey
Tefiloh surely remember Bardy’s father, Zvi Levavy, chanting the
Haftarah annually on Yom Kippur — an honor he had earned and
deserved. 
Bardy is survived by his wife, Sue-Ellen, and his children, Rafi

and Sara. His death is a loss to all of us and a loss to our
organization, and we will all miss him.

— Mona Shangold and Norma Jacobson Messing

~ REMEMBERING  ~

Bardin Levavy

             •  I     •  S  

  
         

A publication of Friends for Preservation of Middlesex County Jewish Cemeteries, Inc.    Issue Number 26  • FALL 2018

Bardin Levavy

Our Cemetery Tours have provided a unique
opportunity for us to honor and remember

our loved ones together — and to see how
attentive landscaping maintenance has improved
the appearance of each of our cemeteries. These
tours have also provided many attendees with
opportunities to meet friends and relatives, connect
with their pasts, explore family genealogy, locate
graves of special interest, understand cemetery art
and traditions, and learn about the fascinating
history of our community. 

Our final 2018 Cemetery Tour took place on
Sunday, September 16. We plan to continue our
tours throughout 2019 and will try to schedule
them at times that will be convenient for you. Our
2019 Cemetery Tour schedule will be posted on our
website in January (2019) and will be listed in our
Spring 2019 newsletter. We hope you will be able
to join us for at least one of these tours. 

All tours begin at noon at the Hebrew
Fraternity Cemetery entry gate on New Brunswick
Avenue in Hopelawn. After visiting the Hebrew
Fraternity Cemetery, we will drive to the
Congregation Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery and the
Congregation Beth Mordecai Cemetery on Florida
Grove Road. WEAR VERY COMFORTABLE
CLOTHES AND SHOES — appropriate for standing
and walking outdoors for 2 hours, and please wear
a head cover too. All tours are followed by an
optional visit to a local, casual restaurant for
continued socializing with old friends.

Although all tours are free, advance
registration is recommended so that we can notify
you of any weather-related cancellations and can
locate any family graves of special interest to you. If
you can’t visit in person, we will be glad to visit for
you and will place stones on the graves for you too.

Please contact us for more information by
website at www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org,
by phone at 856-222-1418, or by e-mail to
FPMCJC@gmail.com. Check our website
frequently for more information about the tours,
including any schedule changes.

CEMETERY TOURS
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Perth Amboy’s Jewish Community
History, Memories, Tribute

Perth Amboy’s Jewish Community: History, Memories, Tribute has been

available for sale since December 2012. The book is an elegant 9x12 coffee-

table book that presents the complete and accurate history of the Perth Amboy

Jewish Community — with many photos, stories, tributes, and memories.

According to the book’s authors, it was written “to honor our ancestors and to

provide a lasting record for our descendants.” Many recent book orders have

been from people who initially purchased books for themselves and now want

books for their children and grandchildren so they can understand and appreciate

their Perth Amboy legacy. To purchase the book — while supplies last — send

your request for an order form to FPMCJC@gmail.com or call 856-222-1418.

JEWISH CEMETERY CONFERENCE REPORT:

10th Annual Conference of The Jewish Cemetery
Association of North America – June 2018

T he 10th Annual Conference of the Jewish Cemetery Association of

North America took place June 3-6, 2018 at Congregation Shaarei

Tefillah in Newton, MA. (Note that the host synagogue has a very familiar

name, but its English spelling is different from that of Congregation

Shaarey Tefiloh in Perth Amboy.) Conference attendees included Jewish

cemetery owners and managers, in addition to others who — like us —

have great concerns for the futures of our cemeteries. The conference

presented a wonderful opportunity to share information and learn from

the conference speakers and from each other. All of us recognize that

we will not be here forever, but our cemeteries (hopefully) will be.



3

Art Aneckstein – in memory of the Aneckstein and 
Shangold Families

Anonymous 
Robert Benham
Samuel and Lynn Bergner
Ron and Roni Goss Berkowitz
Ron and Roni Goss Berkowitz – in memory of Bardy Levavy
Davia Berlfein and Bernice Borak – in memory of the Berlfein

and Shihar Families and Mary Borak
Esther Parnes Boaro
Marc Braunstein – in memory of William Braunstein and 

Jean Braunstein Katz
Judy Margaretten Bronston – in memory of Morris and 

Pauline Margaretten
Harriet Robinson Bussel
Rita Ruderman Chazin – in memory of Lionel Abraham Chazin,

Eta and Tevel Ruderman, Lillian Ruderman Deitel, Norman
Ruderman, Ellen Deitel, and Francine Deitel

Betty Margaretten Cohen – in memory of Morris and Pauline
Margaretten and Lena Avchen

Rabbi Michael Cohen and Alison Hill
Marti Copleman – in memory of Ben, Grace, and Ralph Copleman
Melva Eidelberg
Donna Joselson Faktor – in memory of Arthur L. Joselson
Edith Rosenblum Feman – in memory of Isadore Rosenblum and

Frances Shutinsky Rosenblum
Ruth Eisemann Fost and Arthur Fost
B. Harrison and Phyllis Frankel
Faith Frankel
Sheldon and Barbara Freidenreich
Anita Alper Fricklas
Florence Fried – in memory of Larry, Murray, and Shirley Fried
Zalma and Bernard Gelber – in memory of the Brody, Alper, and

Gelber Families
Judy Klein Gilbert
Marilyn Millet Goldberg – in memory of Lois Fox Corrado
William Goldberger
Vivian Goldfarb – in memory of Manny and Ira Goldfarb
Barry Goldman – in memory of George and Phyllis Goldman
Sarah Ann Goldstein – in memory of great-grandmother

Rebbitzen Sarah Pesha Malinsky
Neal Golub – in memory of Esther and Irving Golub
Sheldon Golub
Ezra Greenspan
Ellen Hermanos
Charney Herst – in memory of Helene Herst
Rae Joselson – in memory of Emma, Howard, and Sara Ann

Joselson
Geri and Mike Kaplan – in memory of the Alpert, Brody, and

Gavronsky Families
Mark Kaplowitz – in memory of Ellen Kaplowitz
Howard Kaufman
Richard Kluft – in memory of the Kluft and Rabiner Families

Gary Kroop – in memory of Louis and Claire Kroop
Sherman Kroop – in memory of Belle and Elliott Kroop
Jane Sanders Leal
Bill and Nancy Levine – in memory of Henry and Ida Cohen
Marty Lipman – in memory of David Lipman
James and Merle Kaplowitz LoNano – in memory of Betty, Leo,

and Barry Kaplowitz
Rabbi Jacob Mendelson
Norma Jacobson Messing – in memory of Bardy Levavy
Bruce Metzendorf – in memory of Nancy Metzendorf and 

Charles Metzendorf
Arlene Miller – in memory of Seymour Miller
Michael Miller – in memory of the Safran Family
Rose Fuchs Miller
Judith Klein Mishell – in memory of Rebecca and Leo Klein
Eileen Newmier – in memory of Jennie Turshen and 

the Berkowitz Family
David and Janet Parnes
Rabbi Julius and Rebbitzen Hannah Parnes
Penny Sussman Pincus – in memory of Hy Sussman and Family
Ruth Wedeen Plotkin – in memory of Seymour Miller; in honor of

Arlene Miller’s recovery; in memory of the Wedeen Family
Anita Fuchs Price – in memory of Minnie and Leo Fuchs
Rissa Spivack Ratner – in memory of Minerva Spivack
Alice Goldsmith Rich
Sylvia Barkan Rimm – in memory of Harry and Reva Barkan
Marilyn Rosenberg Roth – in memory of Bertha and Joseph

Rosenberg and Bernie Ross
Rose Sandler – in memory of Sam Sandler
Sheila Stess Schechtman and sons – in memory of Eugene

Kirschner
Mona Shangold – in memory of Stewart Weinstein; in honor of 

Judy Margaretten Bronston; in memory of Bardy Levavy
Skip Shihar
Ronna and Richard Silberberg – in memory of Molly and 

Julius Kohn
Samuel Silverman
Jeffrey and Susan Singer
Jayme Sokolow
Beverly Solomon
Blanche and Neil Sosland
The Sosland Foundation
Alan and Nancy Spivack – in memory of Minerva and 

Bernie Spivack
Alexander Stern
Jonathan Stern – in honor of the Weinstein Family
Marcia Weinstein Stern – in memory of Bardy Levavy
Murray Toborowsky – in memory of the Toborowsky and 

Sher Families
Jane Perlin Weinstein – in memory of Frances and Matthew

Perlin
Beryl Toborowsky Wild – in memory of the Toborowsky and 

Sher Families

The following list includes all donations received and processed between March 15, 2018 and October 15,
2018. All donations received prior to March 15, 2018 were listed in previous issues of The Eternal Vine. All
donations received after October 15, 2018 will be listed in the next issue of The Eternal Vine. We gratefully
acknowledge generous donations from the following individuals:

Thanking our Donors



Friends for Preservation of Middlesex
County Jewish Cemeteries, Inc.

P.O. Box 306 • Moorestown, NJ 08057

856-222-1418
www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org

Board of Directors:
Mona Shangold, M.D. – President

Norma Jacobson Messing – Vice President
Daniel D. Chazin, Esq. – Treasurer

Barry Rosengarten
Shep Sewitch

Gary Shangold, M.D.
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Marcia Weinstein Stern, Carol Roberts Carol Roberts, Marcia Weinstein Stern, Sheldon Cheuse

Rita Ruderman Chazin, Ted Chazin


