
Seeing or hear-
ing the words

“Le-Dor Va-Dor”
—whether chanted
in a prayer or em-
blazoned over the

entry doors of Sinai Temple in Los An-
geles — always reminds me of the im-
portance of our cemeteries in connect-
ing past, present, and future
generations. We visit cemeteries to
honor and remember the deceased —
and to learn about them from the in-
scriptions on their cemetery monu-
ments. As you know, many of you have
contacted us for photos of cemetery
monuments and for translations of the
inscriptions, in order to acquire valuable
genealogical information. Most of you
have replied with expressions of grati-
tude upon receiving the information you
sought. Conversely, most people are
very disappointed when monuments
cannot be located. Genealogists under-
stand the importance of cemeteries
worldwide — and also understand the
consequences of cemetery destruction
(e.g., in Eastern European
cemeteries, etc.). Al-
though genealogists are
understandably upset
when this valuable infor-
mation is lost, many others
are distressed too — and
all of us should be upset
and should try to prevent
the damage that occurs
when any cemeteries are
abandoned, overgrown,
or neglected.

Most of us have be-
come more interested in
genealogy as we age, and
it is unfortunate that very
few of us have the neces-
sary interest and incentive
to ask these questions
while our ancestors are
still alive and able to an-
swer them. It is encourag-
ing to see young people

with an interest in their own heritage
and the wisdom to understand that it
will be harder to find many answers as
time passes and ancestors age and die.
We should all try to educate our chil-
dren about family heritage and should
work to preserve our cemeteries for
our ancestors and our descendants.
Our history book (Perth Amboy’s Jew-
ish Community: History, Memories,
Tribute) was dedicated to our ancestors
and our descendants for the same rea-
son.

As we plan for the future of our
cemeteries, we know that future ex-
penses will exceed our expectations.
This is true at all cemeteries — not only
ours. Costs can be expected to rise,
and damage can be expected to occur
— as result of adverse weather, aging
structures, and vandalism. I can tell you
that my own personal home landscap-
ing expenses have increased signifi-
cantly over the years — at the same
property and using the same land-
scaper — due to both the rising cost
of regular maintenance and the unan-

ticipated need for ad-
ditional work. I’m sure
you have experienced
the same increases at
your own homes. All
cemetery owners face
increasing and ongoing
needs to generate rev-
enue. Whatever was set
aside in previous plans
will become insufficient
to meet the needs of
the future. We under-
stand the reality of
these needs, and we
will continue to work
hard to raise funds for
our cemeteries. We re-
main very grateful for
your past support, and
we hope we can count
on your continued gen-
erosity in the future.

— Mona Shangold
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Top: Hebrew Fraternity
Cemetery in Hopelawn, NJ.
Bottom: Congregation
Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery
in Perth Amboy, NJ

For more than 10 years, our Cemetery Tours
have provided a unique opportunity for us

to honor and remember our loved ones to-
gether — and to see how attentive landscaping
maintenance has improved the appearance of
each of our cemeteries. These tours have also
provided many attendees with opportunities
to meet friends and relatives, connect with their
pasts, explore family genealogy, locate graves
of special interest, understand cemetery art
and traditions, and learn about the fascinating
history of our community. 

Our final 2017 Cemetery Tour took place
on Sunday, September 24. We plan to continue
our tours throughout 2018 and will try to sched-
ule them at times that will be convenient for
you. We hope you will be able to join us for at
least one of these tours. 

All tours begin at noon at the Hebrew Fra-
ternity Cemetery entry gate on New Brunswick
Avenue in Hopelawn. After visiting the Hebrew
Fraternity Cemetery, we will drive to the Con-
gregation Shaarey Tefiloh Cemetery and the
Congregation Beth Mordecai Cemetery on
Florida Grove Road. WEAR VERY COMFORT-
ABLE CLOTHES AND SHOES — appropriate
for standing and walking outdoors for 2 hours,
and please wear a head cover too. All tours are
followed by an optional visit to a local, casual
restaurant for continued socializing with old
friends.

Although all tours are free, advance regis-
tration is recommended so that we can notify
you of any weather-related cancellations and
can locate any family graves of special interest
to you. If you can’t visit in person, we will be
glad to visit for you and will place stones on
the graves for you too.

For more information contact us by phone 
(856-222-1418), email (FPMCJC@gmail.com),
or website (friendsofjewishcemeteries.org).
Check our website frequently for more infor-
mation about the tours, including any schedule
changes. 

CEMETERY 
TOURS
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Perth Amboy’s Jewish Community
History, Memories, Tribute

Perth Amboy’s Jewish Community: History, Memories, Tribute has been avail-
able for sale since December 2012. The book is an elegant 9x12 coffee-table

book that presents the complete and accurate history of the Perth Amboy Jewish
Community — with many photos, stories, tributes, and memories. According to
the book’s authors, it was written “to honor our ancestors and to provide a last-
ing record for our descendants.” Many recent book orders have been from peo-
ple who initially purchased books for themselves and now want books for their
children and grandchildren so they can understand and appreciate their Perth
Amboy legacy. To purchase the book — while supplies last — send your re-
quest for an order form to FPMCJC@gmail.com or call 856-222-1418.

Barbara Hodas and Gordon Hodas

Daniel Chazin

Sheldon Cheuse, Marilyn Millet Goldberg
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Anonymous- 2
Art Aneckstein – in memory
of the Aneckstein and
Shangold Families

Tassie Surkis Becker – in
memory of Harold and
Dorothy Surkis and
Bernard Diamond

Mark Belafsky – in memory of
the Belafsky, Golub, and
Kaminsky Families

Lynn and Samuel Bergner –
in memory of the
Broun/Levinston Family

Ron and Roni Berkowitz
Marilyn Silverman Berkowitz
– in memory of Max and
Julia Silverman, Ida
Silverman, and Arthur
Silverman

Eric Bloch
Adaline Bloom – in memory
of Lewis Bloom

Erwin Bloom – in memory of
the Kroop and Bloom
Families

Esther Parnes Boaro
Judy Meistrich Buchband – in
memory of Sol Buchband

Rita Ruderman Chazin – in
memory of Lionel Abraham
Chazin, Eta and Tevel
Ruderman, Lillian
Ruderman Deitel, Norman
Ruderman, Ellen Deitel,
and Francine Deitel

Sheldon Cheuse – in memory
of Alan Cheuse

Jordan Choper – in memory
of Mordichai Solomon and
Hannah Sarah Kalkstein

Betty Margaretten Cohen –
in memory of Pauline and
Morris Margaretten and
Lena Avchen

Cathy and Ira Cohen – 
in memory of Matilda,
Benjamin, and Milton
Moslovitz

Ira Deutsch – in memory of
Carl and Phyllis Deutsch

William and Renee Eckstein
Melva Milstein Eidelberg – 
in memory of Lena and
Samuel Podelefsky, Ida
Podelefsky Milstein and
Jack Milstein, and Isadore
Podelefsky

Peter Feldman – in memory
of Jack and Anne Feldman,
Susan Feldman Weiss,
Edward Herbert, and
Sidney Herbert

B. Harrison and Phyllis
Frankel

Barbara and Sheldon
Freidenreich

Florence Fried – in memory
of Lawrence, Murray, and
Shirley Fried

Anita Fricklas
Marilyn Millet Goldberg – 
in memory of the Millet
and Sanders Families

William Goldberger
Vivian Goldfarb – in memory
of Manny Goldfarb and Ira
Goldfarb

Susan Zager Goldman – in
memory of Morris Zager
and Rose Zager Rauth

Sarah Ann Goldstein – in
memory of Rebbitzen
Sarah Pesha Malinsky

Neal Golub – in memory of
Esther and Irving Golub

Ruby and Ariela Herman
Ellen Hermanos
Dan Hoffenberg – in memory
of John and Leonea
Hoffenberg

Rhoda Reitman Juskow – in
memory of Irving and Celia
Reitman and Seymour
Reitman

Murray and Joanne Singer
Kaplan – in memory of
Lydia and Martin Singer; in
memory of Barbara Kagan
Littman

Mark Kaplowitz – in memory
of Betty and Leo
Kaplowitz; in memory of
Ellen Kaplowitz

Jacob Kohn
Gary Kroop – in memory of
Louis and Claire Kroop

Dorothy Lemelson

Nancy and Bill Levine – in
memory of Ida and Henry
Cohen

Joyce Levinson – in memory
of Ruth Belikove

Martin Lipman – in memory
of David Lipman

James and Merle Kaplowitz
LoNano – in memory of
Betty, Leo, and Barry
Kaplowitz

Phyllis Margaretten Machta –
in memory of Hattie and
Nathan Margaretten

Evelyn and Jacqulyn Marshak
– in memory of grandfather
Jacob Gaier

Joan Sher Meister – in
memory of Dorothy and
Charles Sher and Barbara
Sher Levy

Norma Jacobson Messing –
in memory of Ellen
Kaplowitz

Arlene and Seymour Miller –
in memory of their parents

Jennie Parnes Miller – in
memory of Alex M. Miller
and Abe and Frieda Parnes

Rose Fuchs Miller
Judy Klein Mishell
Robin Mayerowitz Napravnik
Sherry Oliet – in memory of
Seymour Oliet

Janet and David Parnes
Rabbi Julius and Rebbitzen
Hannah Parnes

Anita Fuchs Price
Richard Plavin
Carol Roth – in memory of
Ruth Belikove

Marilyn Rosenberg Roth – in
memory of Bertha and
Joseph Rosenberg and
Bernie Ross

Rose Sandler – in memory of
Sam Sandler

Hannah Miller Sarnoff – in
memory of the Miller and
Levinson Families

Donna Cohen Scher – in
memory of Albert and
Miriam Cohen

Eva Schlachter
Elaine Toborowsky
Schneiderman – in memory
of Carl and Elizabeth
Toborowsky

Maida Sewitch – in memory
of Joan Sewitch

Vev, Maida, and Rosann
Sewitch – in memory of
Claire Bennett

Mona Shangold – in memory
of Harriet and Jack
Shangold; in memory of
Mark Belafsky

Sam Silverman
Beverly Franklin Solomon
Alex and Sandi Stern – in
honor of Richard and
Marcia Weinstein Stern

Jonathan Stern – in honor of
the Weinstein Family

Marcia Weinstein Stern – 
in honor of the 60th
anniversary of her Bas
Mitzvah at Congregation
Shaarey Tefiloh

Robert Taber – in memory of
the Toborowsky and
Barkan Families

Murray Toborowsky – 
in memory of the
Toborowsky and Sher
Families

Stew and Jane Perlin
Weinstein – in memory of
Matt and Frances Perlin; in
honor of Mona Shangold
for her hard work

Sidney Whitman – in memory
of the Berman Family

Beryl Toborowsky Wild – 
in memory of the
Toborowsky and Sher
Families

Connie Hess Williams
Isabel Yedlin Wolock – in
memory of Robert and
Sybil Yedlin

Stanley and Joanne
Zimmerman

The following list includes all donations
received and processed between March 25,
2017 and October 5, 2017. All donations
received after October 5, 2017 will be listed
in the next issue of  The Eternal Vine. We
gratefully acknowledge generous donations
from the following individuals:

Thanking our Donors



Friends for Preservation of Middlesex
County Jewish Cemeteries, Inc.
Box 306 • Moorestown, NJ 08057

856-222-1418
www.friendsofjewishcemeteries.org

Board of Directors:
Mona Shangold, M.D. – President

Norma Jacobson Messing – Vice President
Daniel D. Chazin, Esq. – Treasurer

Bardin Levavy, Esq. – Secretary
Barry Rosengarten

Shep Sewitch
Gary Shangold, M.D.
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Abe Greenhouse, David Greenhouse, Sara Greenhouse, Eric Sil-
verman, Sheldon Cheuse Marcia Weinstein Stern

David Weiss, Marcia Weinstein Stern, Richard Stern, Jeannie
Pavlovsky Castells, Howard Cohen, Carol Roberts, Sheldon Cheuse 


